James, aged about eleven and one-half years, was given the Binet-Simon intelligence test in the fall of 1917 and found to be at about mental age. He was brought to the laboratory because he is peculiar and deaf. These characteristics are undoubtedly marked and obvious.
One can not be in his presence more than a minute before noticing them. In the course of the Binet test, for example, he rose fourteen times and went about the office examining things. Clearly the boy is not feebleminded. This being the case, it was decided that observation might be of some assistance in disclosing the source of trouble and possibly help in developing some remedy. Accordingly the writer arranged to meet the boy daily for a period of eight or nine weeks. James called six days a week. By far the greatest number of these meetings were spent in walking about the country around Palo Alto. Occasionally the hour was spent in reading, writing or some such occupation as gathering pepper-berries. The boy was observed at the piano, at the table, and in contact with others. Possibly the most effective description will be one that consists of actual occurrences, grouped under several subheads. The mere reproduction of notes made during the period of observation does not seem feasible on account of repetition and the scattering of the points. In this way it is hoped a picture may be given approaching reality.
The order of discussion will be I. Brief history and appearance. II. Principal characteristics.
III. Tests and attempts at correction.
IV. Present status.
I. History and Appearance.
James is now twelve years of age. He and his brother, who is about one year older and apparently normal, are the children of a love match that was opposed by the parents of the mother of these children and ended unhappily. The father is a professional musician, a cellist, and from all accounts, normal, so far as concerns intelligence (89) The mother met him somewhere abroad while studying music. Apparently she was temperamental and probably highly nervous. They seem to have separated very soon after the birth of the younger child. The mother died some four or five years prior to the observations here reported.
The boy was probably born deaf, but, for some reason difficult to understand, this fact appears not have been noticed for several years. It is not possible to say whether the deafness was partial or total. He has some hearing now, as will be shown below. In connection with this tendency to perseveration and to neologisms we refer to the wandering attention and the peculiar tendency to use big words heretofore described.
Our largest class, as also Kent and Rosanoff's, consists of "unclassified reactions," using their terminology of the type, however, which to us would seem fairly classifiable as "incoherent reactions. " An effort has been made to list these somewhat in the order of their incoherency. In view of the fact that placing reactions in this group is to a considerable extent a subjective procedure, it is possible that others may consider that some of these words have some association bases that has escaped the writer and do not belong here.
